Breakthrough Communities

Sustainability and Justice in the Next American
Metropolis

edited by M. Paloma Pavel

The MIT Press
Cambridge, Massachusetts
London, England


http://mitpress.mit.edu/0262512351

© 2009 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by any
electronic or mechanical means (including photocopying, recording, or informa-
tion storage and retrieval) without permission in writing from the publisher.

For information about special quantity discounts, please email
special_sales@mitpress.mit.edu

This book was set in Sabon on 3B2 by Asco Typesetters, Hong Kong.
Printed and bound in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Breakthrough communities : sustainability and justice in the next American
metropolis / edited by M. Paloma Pavel ; foreword by Carl Anthony.

p. cm. — (Urban and industrial environments)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-262-01268-3 (hardcover : alk. paper) — ISBN 978-0-262-51235-0
(pbk. : alk. paper)
1. City planning—United States. 2. Urban renewal—United States.
3. Community development, Urban—United States—Case studies. 4. Sustainable
development—United States. 5. Social justice—United States. 1. Pavel, M.
Paloma, 1951
HT167.B675 2009
307.1'2160973—dc22 2008039033

10 9 8 7 6 5§ 4 3 2 1



Series Foreword

Breakthrough Communities: Sustainability and Justice in the Next Amer-
ican Metropolis is an important and compelling contribution to Sustain-
able Metropolitan Communities Books, a new imprint at MIT Press. In
identifying the language and ideas that underlie the emerging regional
equity movement and by pulling together the researchers and the advo-
cates who are helping frame the concepts, the issues, and the organizing
involved with this movement, the book serves as a strategic initiative
linking research with action. In Breakthrough Communities, ideas, lan-
guage, and stories matter. They complement the research and analysis
that situate the environmental, social, and economic changes occurring
at regional as well as global levels, and they establish a vivid picture of
what those changes represent.

The metropolitan/regional framework is also crucial. The concept of
metropolitan or regional equity provides multiple pathways for change.
It recognizes environmental problems as rooted in community but linked
as well to broader regional boundaries such as watersheds, food sheds,
air sheds, economic networks, and transportation corridors. It focuses
on the local and global dimensions of social and economic questions
that often work themselves out in regional contexts, such as the move-
ment of goods; the location of commercial and industrial facilities in
relation to residential communities; the tax, investment, and financial
dynamics within a region and between communities; and/or the shifting
demographics that reshape and transform regions. The regional equity
focus also helps situate the different movements for change, often iso-
lated in their geographic or issue-based silos, as part of a linked pro-
cess that connects the environment and the economy with daily life
experiences.



xii Series Foreword

Sustainable Metropolitan Communities Books are designed to over-
come the divide between research and action by providing a narrative
as well as an analytical representation of those regional equity issues.
By addressing issues of race, ethnicity, class, gender, and connection to
place, and also by identifying models for organizing and action and
developing a more inclusive and engaging discourse, the books can es-
tablish new frameworks for understanding and evaluation and provide
pathways for future research and informed action. We welcome you to
explore these breakthrough stories and the narrative and analytic discus-
sions to come.

Robert Gottlieb, Occidental College
Series Editor





